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BROTHER, CAN YOU 
SPARE THE TIME? 

You may know the differ- 
ence between a picket fence 
and grandma's teeth (obscure 
bowling terms), but even the 
most experienced bowler 
might profitably spare the time 
it takes to learn Homer Simp- 
son's Bowling Tips as revealed 
last year in Bowling Magazine: 

1) Homer's basic law of 
bowling physics: The 
louder you yell, the more 
pins will fall down. 

2) Don't sip another play- 
er's beer when he's gotten 
up to bowl his frame. Gulp 
it quickly. 

3) Playing poorly? 
Faulty addition can work 
wonders on your score, 

4) Didn't win any tro- 
phies in the tournament? 
Those nifty multicolored 
shoes make fine “consola- 
tion prizes." 

5) Remember, you're 


there to have fun. The 
comfort, safety, and men- 
tal well-being of others are 
not your responsibility. 


WHEN WE ARE BAD, WE 
ARE VERY, VERY GOOD 

Last year The Simpsons 
garnered numerous accolades 
and mention on many year- 
ending "top ten" lists, from 
sources as diverse as Parent's 
Choice to the International 
Animation Society's "Annie" 
awards. While all are appreci- 
ated, one particular list is of 
paramount importance, an 
indication from those in the 
know that the pinnacle of suc- 
cess has been climbed, unsur- 
passed excellence attained; so 
it is with no small measure of 
pride that we at Simpsons 
Illustrated announce the inclu- 
sion of The Simpsons on the 
right-wing Media Research 
Center's Top Ten Most Biased 
Shows of 1992. 
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OUR MOTTO. "TRUTH IS WEIRDER THAN FICTION" | 





BUT CAN | MAJOR IN 
HOMER ? 

The Idea Network of Wis- 
consin Public Radio was the 
forum for an intellectual 
wrestling match between two 
college professors and the lis- 
tening audience last winter as 
they grappled with a problem 
that has long been baffling the 
finest minds: What is the deal 
with Homer Simpson? The 
professors had convened a 
simpsonsium at Beloit College 
to assemble the necessary 
brainpower for the task. Their 
next day's radio appearance, 
sharing the Simpsonsium 
results, generated a huge vol- 
ume of impassioned calls from 
the public. 

(To bring you a flavor of the 
discussion without chewing the 
fat yourself, we have reported 
the broadcast in the most sen- 
sational manner possible. Read- 
ers are encouraged to get a real 
feeling for the program by clear- 
ing their throats frequently dur- 
ing the following.) 

One perceptive caller 
thought Homer's 
"psychoanalyti- 
cal difficulty 
may be due to 
manipulation of 
radiation at the 
nuclear plant." 
English professor 
Tom McBride 
agreed: "Homer 
regularly carries 
home a little bit of 
radioactive mate- 
rial. I think it's 
stuck to the top of 
his head.... I'm not 
really sure. He toss- 
es it to the side. He 
appears not to 
know what itis, so it 


The Simpsons display 
their firm grasp of 
movie theater etiquette 
on this poster for the 
1993 Worldfest-Hous- 
ton film festival. 











Aevi looking for a new бы 
Krusty the Clown makes a highly 
unauthorized appearance on a 
flier for a Los Angeles under- 
ground rave. 


is conceivable that Homer may 
be somewhat radiation dam- 
aged," 

The talk turned to Homer's 
rejection of God in one 
episode, which may later have 
prompted McBride to sigh that 
"there is 
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төнеді ане debut of Simpsons Comics and Stories, its creators 
autographed hundreds of copies at several Los Angeles comics shops. 


Above (left to right): Matt Groening, Steve Vance, and Bill Morrison 
face disgruntled fans who've waited in line for hours only to learn that 


this was not an Image comic book. 


the possibility that God may be 
somewhat depressed.” Seeing 
his colleague's despondent 
state, Economics professor 
Bob Elder lashed out at 
Homer, calling him “the most 
self-indulgent character that 
appears anywhere on televi- 
sion” and accused him of being 
part of the “dangerous scum 
class" that Karl Marx warned 
about in The Communist Man- 
ifesto. "In Marx, there are two 
main classes," Elder said, "the 
proletariat and the bour- 
geoisie...Mr. Burns and 
Smithers are members of the 
bourgeoisie, who exploit work- 
ers...Homer's fellow workers 
at the plant are members of the 
proletariat. I think Marx would 
say that Homer is not a noble 
revolutionary (proletariat), but 
belongs to another class...the 
dangerous class: 'the social 
scum, that passively rotting 
mass thrown off by the lowest 
layers of old society.” Elder 
then called Homer "the bribed 
tool of reactionary intrigue." 
This touched a nerve in the 
listening public. One caller 
leapt to Homer's defense, 
insisting he was a prole, not 
scum; not "that fringe of soci- 
ety that lives on its wits, a kind 
of semi-criminal class, the 
same class from which Hitler 
got the SA. Being a proletariat 
is not a subjective thing, it's 
an objective thing," the caller 
insisted. "Homer doesn't have 
to be class-conscious in order 
to be a member of the prole- 
tariat." Elder refused to back 
down, pointing out that Homer 


had no aspirations or nobility. 
At this point McBride attempt- 
ed to make peace by saying, "I 
think most of us are selfish in 
one way or another...In all 
groups, even groups that pre- 
tend to be altruistic, there are 
probably more Homers than 
we'd care to realize. They may 
be more subtle in their self- 
ishness and in their exploita- 
tion than Homer, but I suspect 
there are Homers out there." 

The program did end on an 
uplifting note with McBride 
admitting "The Simpsons is 
one of those very very few 
things in popular culture that I 
still have in common with my 
students." 

When asked to comment 
on the show, Homer Simpson 
replied, "These guys that teach 
college. Sometimes their brains 
press too hard against their 
skulls and they get confused. 
That's all." 


THE SIMPS IN BRIEF 
* Marge Simpson was awarded 
Best Celebrity Hairstyle of '92, 
as reported by WWOR-TV in 
New York City. 
* January 26, 1993, was 
declared Bart Simpson Day by 
San Francisco Mayor Frank 
Jordan. 
* Though Bill Clinton failed to 
appoint Lisa Simpson to be Sec- 
retary of State, despite the urg- 
ings of the 100,000-strong 
KCPQ-TV's Kids' Club in Taco- 
ma, Washington, Bart Simpson 
did win enough votes in Stan- 
ford University elections to gain 
a seat in the Student Senate. 
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|| c/o SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED, 


Send your mail and pic- 
tures to: Junk Mail, 
Welsh Publishing Group, 
300 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10017. Please 
write on them, "For con- 


sideration for publication 
in Simpsons Illustrated. 
I agree if you publish my 
submission it becomes 
your property" and sign 
'em. Thanks! 





Dear Editor of the best maga- 
zine in the world, Simpsons 
Illustrated, 

I have a little story to tell 
you. You know how in volume 
1, issue 1, the “School Survival 
Handbook” has a warning on it 
that says not to let it fall into 
the hands of teachers, princi- 
pals, etc.? Well, last year I was 
reading this magazine, in fact, 
that very article, in the hall at 
lunch, just minding my own 
business, when all of a sud- 
den, our vice-principal, Mr. 
Cino, came out of nowhere 
and took my mag. I 


М š 
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was really nervous. I didn't 
know what he'd do to jt. But 
instead of taking it away, he 
read it and started to laugh! 
(Boy, was I relieved!) 
Ever since then, 
we've had a great 
relationship. 
However, this 
year he was trans- 
ferred, and now 
we've got a new 
vice-principal, 
Mrs. Fort-Sells. 





wu 


She looks John C. Brooks, 


like she Rossville, IL 
could use a 
laugh. Maybe I can find a way 


to get her to read that article. 


See you in the funny pages, 
Tammy Frakking 

Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
Canada 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

Love your magazine, It is 
full of exciting and enjoy- 
able info. Last school year 

I got a detention 

for having 
The Simp- 
sons School 
Rules thing 
that is in 
the back of 
each issue. 
Well, I better 
get going. 


—Melissa 
Miller 


WELSH PUBLISHING GROUP, 
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"SITTING BART 
INDIAN CHIEF” 
Mathew Webster 
А F 
Union, C Wisconsin Rapids, WI 


À Detention again, 
/4 Melissa? Have you 
considered trans- 
и ferring to the 
| Canadian school 
system (see pre- 
vious letter)? 








Dear Editor, 
I love your 
Magazines very 
much, especial- 
ly the things in 


al L. a 
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Dennis Dewey, 
Blanchard, OK 
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them that per- 
tain to the Simp- 
sons' life. My 
question is this: 
Is it possible to 
obtain the 
Simpsons 
shorts from 
the Tracey 
Ullman Show 
on video? 
Thanks! 
P.S. Looking 
forward to 
new episodes 
and the new 
album! 


—Sabrina 
Stewart 
Stanton, 
CA 


Sorry, Sabrina, the 
Simpsons are still 
wearing those shorts. Seri- 
ously, at the moment 

there are no plans to 


sf release the Tracey Ull- 


man Show episodes. As 
soon as we 
hear differ- 
ently, we'll let 


Dear 
Simpsons 
magazine, 

The Simp- 
sons are too 
real. My favorite 
character is Lisa 
Simpson (Yeardley 
Smith). 

This statue of Maggie (I'm 
sure they didn't plan it) I found 
outside of a school in Wichita, 
Kansas. 


—Keith Monson 
Wichita, KS 


Well, as fate would have it, 
that school is the old Alma 
Mater of our own Creative 
Director, Cindy Vance (who 
was once busted for smoking 


300 MADISON AVENUE, NEW 


you know. . 


УОВК, МУ 10017 





Michael Miller, East Stroudsburg, PA 


cigarettes at the very spot 
where this statue now 
stands). Talk about coinci- 
dence! 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

On the episode where 
Maggie speaks, she says 
“Daddy,” but on the episode 
where Herb Powell goes to the 
Simpsons’ house and borrows 
money to make a baby trans- 
lator, how come Maggie can't 
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CAN'T SE EM 
TO. FIND MS < 
SQUEEZEBOX: 





“BART URKEL” Andrea Waite, Edmonton, Canada 


speak then? 

On the episode where 
Homer has heart attacks, how 
did he stay alive after having 
that many? 

Well, I guess that's it for 
now. 












Simpsonly yours, 
Joshua Dodd 
Vassan, MI 


Maggie just didn't feel 
like talking right 
then, Josh. As for 
Homer, medical sci- 
ence is still baffled — 


jor many reasons. 


Dear Simpsons 
Illustrated, 

I did not like the 
Simpsons Illustrat- 


attacked the President and 
Vice President. No one should 
attack the President or Vice 
President the way Miss Jane 
Ann Evan did. You should 
respect them whether you like 


| 


“THE GRIM SIMPSON” 


ed of Winter 1993. It attacked Eric Peters, South Portland, ME 


the former President, George 
Bush, and former Vice Presi- 
dent, Dan Quayle, too much. | 
read the letter from a Miss 
Jane Ann Evan from Henrietta, 
Texas. I didn't like the way she 





Quincy E. Batts, 
Anchorage, AK 
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them or not, The (1-10) good 
deeds that Bart did weren't so 
outrageous, even though I like 
Bart. I may like your magazine 
and TV show very much, but 
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Lithonia, GA 






this winter edition went too 
far! ] may be a Republican, a 
Democrat, or an Independent, 
but I say everyone should 
respect the President and Vice 
President. Some people may 
not like the President or the 
Vice President but if they are 
smart they would respect them 
and not attack them. I have 
one question, and I would like 
a Straight answer please! 
Are you Republicans or 
Democrats? 
— Suzanne S. Badieozzaman 
Huntington Beach, CA 


A straight answer? From us? 
You wrote to the wrong mag- 
azine, Suzanne! Just remem- 
ber, freedom. of expression is 
guaranteed by the U.S. Con- 
stitulion, and we at Simpsons 
Illustrated respect your rights 
as much as we respect Jane 
Ann Evan's. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

You didn't publish my pic- 
ture. I didn't do it just for fun, 
you know. 


—Aviva Zieleniec 
Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada 


We've inadvertent- 
ly taught you an 
inexpensive yet 
important lesson, 
Aviva. If some- 
thing isn't fun, it isn't worth 
doing in the first place.( We 
get hundreds of letters and 
pictures every issue. We print 
as many as we can, but please 
don't take it personally if 
yours isn't one of them.) 


АЦА mis = = 
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Sarah Benson, 
Virginia Beach, VA 


Dear Editor, 

Enclosed, please find a 
picture of our Uncle Jimmy. If 
you ever have a Ned Flanders 
look-alike contest, Td like to 
enter him. Uncanny, don't you 
think? 


— Autumn Steitz 

Clovis, CA 

P.S. My Uncle Jimmy is left- 

handed and talks like Ned 
Flanders, too. 





Autumn Stietz, 
Clovis, CA 
Yikes! When we're casting the 
live-action Simpsons movie 
well give your Uncle Jimmy a 

call. 


Dear Editor, 

In your latest edition, Win- 
ter 1993, there was a fold-out 
poster of the Simpsons char- 
acters. One of the Flanders 
children is missing on it. Why? 


— Ryland Ferguson 

Oregon City, OR 

Р.5. Why isn't Mrs. Flanders 
on it either? 

P.P.S. This isn't meant to criti- 

cize; it’s just a mere question. 
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Jaime Memitt, 
Toronto, OH 
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Rod Flanders is not pictured 
because it was he who took 
the photo. Meanwhile, Maude 
Flanders was busy setting up 
a simple yet elegant buffet 
dinner for everyone following 
the photo session. 


Dear Editor, 

When I first saw Simpsons 
Illustrated on the newsstand, I 
thought it would be childish 
or too young for someone my 
age (14 years old). When my 
sister bought it, I read it and it 
was very interesting and fun 
to read. It's also cool, because 
it has so much reader input. 
The editors really want to 
know what you think about 
the magazine. 


Yours watchfully, 
Nicolas Barr 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 


Nothing beats 
sucking up to the 
edilors as a way 
to get a letter 
printed, eh, Nic? 


Dear Simpsons 
Illustrated, 

I1 am a big Simp- 
sons freak. I draw | 
Simpsons on my j 


books at school and у > thought of 

draw pictures at | this! 

home. I wish that "PAUL McBARTNEY" | 
The Simpsons was Joe Teichman, Sorry, Kelly, ^ eet wi o | 
on three times a Owosso, MI someone ыы 


week. I just want 
to know one thing: why is Bar- 
ney always at Moe's? 


— Adrian 
LeBlanc 
Toronto, 
Ontario, 
Canada 







A Adrian dear, 
O Barney is a 
drunk and 
Moe's is 
a bar. 
It's like 
askimg 
why a fish 
is always in 
~ water. 


Peter Balsano, 
Dorchester, Ontario, Canada 
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magazines and enjoy them 
very much. I have a few ques- 
tions I'd like you to answer, 
please: 

l. What classes 
or studies do you 
need to work at the 


Dear Matt Groening, 

In your 1992 summer issue 
of Simpsons Illustrated, you 
did a "Behind 
the Scenes" 
called "Bart 
from the 


Start," which Simpsons animation 
showed how department? 
David Sil- 2. How do you 
verman, Wes select your anima- 
Archer, and tors? 
yourself cre- 3. To work for 
ated guide- Simpsons anima- 
lines for the tion, do you need to 
Simpsons' have taken college 
appearance. courses? 

I thought These are just 





some of the ques- 
tions I would like to 


it was very 
creative how 


Jason Coleman, 
Goodlettsoille, TN 


you guys de- ask. Please write back 
signed these explaining this info. 
simple (almost) ways to draw Thanks. 
the Simpsons. 
Maybe you should make a —Joe Chomiak 
book on how to create the LaConner, WA 
Simpsons or make a similar 


Animators are usually hired 
on the basis of a portfolio of 


copy of the “style book” 
open to the public. I think 
it would be a great 
addition to your 
growing series of 
Simpsons books, 


—Kelly Kies 
Phoenix, AZ 
P.S. | hope no 
one else has 


already has — 
our book editor. We're 
working on it right now. |a © 
Tentatively titled “Car- | Me roy" 
tooning With The Simp- Ë r — 
sons,” it should be in the 


ILLUSTRATED 





Robert McGee, 
Albany, GA 


sample drawings, Joe. Many 
develop their portfolios in col- 
lege, while studying art. A lot 
of animators attend Cal Arts, 
a school near Los Angeles 
with a well-known animation 
program. Some studied ani- 
mation om their own and 
never went to college. The real 
key is practice—LOTS of 
practice. Keep drawing, and 
good luck! 















“Тыге сан ЖАУ ат тнат 
Gan Ваќт, Uf. THE 


"ини T Tj ovdi fo ocu 


THE ВАР МЕ Legs 
ВОТНЕ БАД Ее 
CALM you Me... THATS 
му ПАЧ Maes 9) 


> ЗА! ли 
stores by Christmas. AL ' "T 
° QO nont MM EE 


г |ы LENT мад ёт еу 
wi, Dy Soe 

"PL Еме THEM, Mee) | 
КШ И РЕ OPIN ‘nue 


Dear Simpsons Anima- 
tion, 

Hello, my name is 
Joe Chomiak, and I'm 
very interested in ani- 
mation and creation for 
The Simpsons. I've 
seen every episode at 
least two times, study- 
ing their every move 
and action. The char- 
acters you've created 
are the top of the line. 
Ive got all of the 
Simpsons Illustrated 


GIFT FROM Sues 


| piacere! Se. ут, ТЕ, 
Тиз TE A RIM сақ Aw... 
ÎÛ THIN Ft Gû FIAD 
BT Now. N 

майпа: Sayay, Mri E, 


£! CLAD 
ту enn КЕ 


CHOCOLATES Васе. Ким, 
МАЧЕЕ RAT AM Trfwk 
OF omg gb Tê bo 
ITH TATI TURE? 


Tim Westover, Ottowa, Canada 


TRULY, EF uu Pura t 





ЖЫЛТ ТЕСТТЕ: 


"Ok. CLASS, TIME 
FoR A CEAS тете 


FOR WE Semone 
| en ті 


t$ нота ашам, Крл 
Амр BAT, Na Ри 
PACES THI) TIME 1 
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Dear Editor, 

I have noticed that during 
the opening animation, just as 
Homer leaves the power plant, 
Mr. Burns wiggles his hand as 
if to shake something off of it. 
Is this significant? 


—James H. Vipond 
Brookings, SD 


The five o'clock whistle has 
just blown, signalling quit- 
ling time, but Burns’ watch 
says 4:58. He's shaking it to 
see whether his watch has 
stopped or the whistle has 
blown early. (He later docked 
everyone two minutes’ pay.) 


Dear Matt Groening, 

My sister just had a baby 
named Dario. (Too bad she 
wouldn't name him Bart, like I 
suggested.) With my older 
brother, I restored a cupboard 
that was originally built by my 
father's godfather before 
World War II, and offered it to 
Dario. We decided to paint the 
Simpson family on it because 
we are great fans, 


—Samuel Durt 
(El Durto) 
Brussels, Belgium 


Dear Mr. Groening, 

I have a few questions 
about the magazine. 

l. Is there ever going to be 
a profile (like Ms. Krabappel's 
desk, the Simpsons' refrigera- 
tor, Homer's work file, and so 
on) of Itchy and Scratchy's 
dressing room? 

2. Will you ever make a 
fold-out poster of Radioactive 
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Krista Hecker, East Greenwich, RI 


Man? 

3. In the Winter 1992 issue, 
what was the emblem on the 
bottom row of stickers on Mrs. 
Krabappel's desk? 

4. How big is a skosh (in 
"Ned Flanders' Top 40," Winter 
1992)? 

Also in the Winter 1992 
issue, I tried all of the "Pul- 
lable Pranks" on my friends, 





Samuel Durt, 
Brussels, Belgium 


teachers, parents, and the 
police chief. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you, thank you. I 
will never have to use a 
whoopee cushion or whipper- 
snapper again. 


Sincerely (yeah, right!), 
Justin Bellavita 
Waldport, OR 


1 Well consider it—do any of you 
other readers want to see И? 


2. We did a Radioactive Man 





poster in the first issue of 
Simpsons Comics and Stories. 
[f you missed it, you may be 
able to find a copy at your 
local comics shop. 

3. They said "See Fou Again 
Next Year." 

4. Halfwa between a smidge 
and a pinch. 


Dear Editor, 

Do you know which twin 
is Sherri and which one is 
Terri? I can't tell the differ- 
ence. 


--Кетті Wolfensberger 
Hagerstown, MD 


Sherri has a birthmark in the 
shape of the nuclear power 
plant on her left shoul- 
derblade—or is that 
Terri...? 


Dear folks at Simp- 
sons Illustrated, 

I really enjoyed 
the interview with 
Nancy Cartwright in 
the Fall 1992 issue. 
I've been a fan of Ms. 
Cartwright's excel- 
lent performance 
since the days when 
she was doing the 
voice of Gloria, 
Richie Rich's girl- 
friend. The interview 
was very good, 
though there was 
something that 
should have been 
mentioned. 

The article 
should have 
mentioned 
Ms. Cart- 
wright's 
excellent 
perfor- 
mance in a 
1982 made- 

for-TV 
; movie 
called Marion Rose White. 

Here's wishing you guys the 
best of luck. Keep up the good 
work on Simpsons Illustrated! 


—Peter W. Guerin 
Hudson Falls, NY 


Dear Editor, 
I do not find the 
comic "William and 






















“WHAT IF IT STRETCHED?” 
Annie Sam, Dana Point, CA 





- T PET 
` Ме 
"TAY 


da 





Anita Drieseberg, 
Burlington, Ontario, Canada 


Percy” funny. Sometimes it's 
so sloppy I can't read it. How 
old is the person who draws 

and writes the comic 
strip? I like the rest of 
the magazine a lot. 


— Jennifer Hewson 
East Meadow, NY 


Internationally 
Tamous artist 
cartoonist 
Gary Panter 
designed the 
sets for Pee- 
wee's Play- 
house, has 
done album 
covers for 
such artists 


MEE || as The Red 
ІЛЕ | Hot Chili 

| Peppers and 
n Я Frank Zappa, 
\ 3 | and created the 





| cartoon char- 
| acter Jimbo. 
Chronological- 
ly speaking, at 
least, he is a 
full-grown 
adult. 


Dear person or 
persons who are 
reading this, 

You guys don’t really tell 
us readers much about the 
family, like, for instance, what 
is Homer's middle name? You 
might have already said it, but 
I missed it. A lot of my friends 
think I'm weird ‘cause I'm so 
crazy about Bart. They also 
don't believe his middle name 
is Jo Jo. Where did he get it, 
anyway? 
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Do whatever you do, and 
lll be on my way. 


— Seth Pettig 
St. Charles, MI 


Homer claims that he, like 
President Harry 8. Truman, 
has no middle name, just a 


middle initial. Bart got his * 


middle name as a result of 
Homer losing a bar bet. 


Dear S.L, 

Regarding Joshua Olson's 
letter to your publication in 
the Fall 1992 issue, what the 
heck does "maliferous" mean 
(and how is it that a giant sea 
turtle could assist a two-year- 
old with a letter)? I don't 
understand. 

I searched for the defini- 
tion of "maliferous" in my 
home dictionary and those in 
the public and school libraries 
with no success, For those of 
us who read the text and do 
not just look at the pictures, 
we need to know! 


sincerely, 
Tom Vass 
Prospect Heights, IL 


"Maliferous" means "a state 
of irritation or confusion 
caused by being tricked into 
looking up noneristent words 
in the dictionary,” 


Dear Sirs, 
I thought I would share 
these masks with you. The 





“Bart” mask was made 


because my boy is a Bart Simp- 
son nut. He is only 3 years old 











“HILLBILLY HOMER” 
Sharla Kistner, Fair Grove, MO 


but knows who Bart is. He also 
acts like him. 

We also made a “Marge” 
mask. We haven't got around 
to making "Homer" yet, but he 
is on the agenda. 

— Carolyn Comer 
Elkins, WV 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
My favorite section in the 
Winter 1993 issue is "Colossal 
Retorts," because 
my mom and dad 
are always bug- 
ging me about my 
room. In fact, I'm 
supposed to be 
cleaning my room 
right now. 
Your friend, 
Jenny Wilder- 
muth 
Port Byro, IL 


Writing us 
instead of clean- 
ing your room? 
It's always good 
lo know thal our 
readers have 
their priorities 
straight, Jen. 


Carolyn Corner, Elkins, WV 
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Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
Thank you for your show. 
Our oldest daughter decided 
to play saxophone like Lisa 
and is now in her second year 
of music lessons. Her version 
of "Jingle Bell Rock" is won- 
derful. 
As long as I am writing, 
have you heard this one? 
Any name ending in the word 
"son" signifies "son of": 
"Davidson" means "son of 
David," "Johnson" means "son 
of John." By this theory, “Simp- 
son" means "son of Simp." 
Who was the original Simp? 


—Mary Gollihugh, 
North East, PA 


The original Simp was 
Homer Erectus who, tens of 
thousands of years ago, led 
his family down from the 
trees in hopes of finding a 
donut shop. 


Dear Mr. Groening, 

I wanted to write so I 
could tell you how much I 
enjoy The Simpsons. I have 
some questions about the char- 
acters. 

1. Why don't Lisa, Bart, and 
Maggie have hairlines? Is it 
easier to draw? 

2. Whatever happened to 
Homer's mom? Did she die in 
childbirth? 

3. Will there ever be a Simp- 
sons movie? 

4. Will Laura (Bart's love) ever 
be on the show again? 

5. Will Maggie ever talk on 
the show again? 

6. How much longer will the 
show be on TV? 

Your show's the best! 
All of my friends hate it. 
Most people are too 
blind to see the morals 
of the show. My favorite 
episode 
was "New 
Kid on the 
Block." My 
favorite 
character 
is Marge. 

Your 
show is 
the most 
realistic 
[ve ever 














seen. I LOVE THE SIMPSONS! 


Simpsonly yours, 
Shana Snyder 
St. Thomas, PA 





Mary Gollihugh, 
North East, PA 


Either educate your old 
friends or get new ones, 
Shana. As for your questions: 
I. Matt likes the way they look 
without hairlines. 
2. Homer's mom said she was 
going to the store one day and 
never came back. 
3. Maybe, if Matt and the crew 
can find the time and if Bart 
drops his demand for a chayf- 
Jeurdriven monster truck to 
drive him to the set every day. 
4. Probably not, unless you 
count reruns. 
5. Only if she 
gets to write her 
own dialogue. 
6. Until Matt 
feels that 
enough people 
have been 
sufficiently 
annoyed by 
the show. 


"HOMER SNOW WHITE" Jordan Masselli, Muskegon, MI 
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COVER US, INDEED! 


Once again, you, our dear readers, have come through with flying colors. And once again our 
offices have been inundated with cartload upon cartload of artwork spawned by your twisted 
and tortured minds. On display here are a few we skimmed off the top (we could wade only so 
far into the room!). Thank you all for contributing. And no, you don't get any prizes...just the 
everlasting glory of having your work printed here. So be thankful, ingrates! 


ILLUSTRATED 


TE week 





бары 





| Taopat Kao, Chris Мена 
Newcastle, ME 





Debra Jean Hopkins, Dean Konop, Duilia Hoffman. Rafael Bedolla, 
Vista, CA vers, WI Oil City, PA | 





E King, Jerry Hume, Rose Davis, Steven M. Smith 
Alameda, CA Marquette, MI Laurel, NJ Albuquerque, NM 
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SIMPSONS. 
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Tammy Frakking, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., CAN 
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Amy Tarr, 
Washburn, ME 
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CER 


Jean-Pierre Dubois-Godin, 


lowa Park, TX 


Tory Newmyer, 
Washington, D.C. 





Mike Haire, 
Matsqui, B.C., САМ 





East Stoudsburg, PA 
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Michael Miller, 


2 Қ». 


= 





Kristina Davis, 
Rifle, CO 


Javier Barahona, 
La Puente, CA 


AA 





Kelly Marie Masters, 
Collierville, NY 


| позвати о 


Michelle Vega, 
Austin, TX 


rat BREATH 
ar RADIOACTIUE MAN! 


Martin Gilbert, 
St. Augustin, Quebec, CAN 
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JY YOU HAVEN'T М 

J] TOUCHED YOUR EGGS, \ 
LISA. WOULD SOU LIKE J 
THEM SCRAMBLED / 


COURSE. 


CAREFUL NOT 
TO GET YOUR 
HAND TOO CLOSE 
TO ITS MOUTH, 
MOM. YOU COULD 
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SURE. YOU'VE CRACKED OPEN THE 
FRAGILE SHELL OF MY SOUL AND SPILLED 
OUT MY GIRLHOOD DREAMS TO BE 
POACHED AND FRIED AND SERVED UP 
FOR THE RAVENOUS CONSUMPTION OF 


LISA, WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU TALKING 


MY UNCARING FAMILY. WHY NOT 
SCRAMBLED, TOO? — 


BART, YOUR SISTER IS UPSET 
BECAUSE SHE WON'T BE ABLE TO 
SEE THE BIFF WESTWOOD 
CONCERT AT THE SPRINGFIELD 


_ / LISA, WHAT THE 


HELL ARE YOU 


A TALKING ABOUT? | 


ALL MY FRIENDS ARE GOING. IT’S 


THE BIGGEST CULTURAL EVENT 
TO HIT SPRINGFIELD SINCE THE 





WE JUST CAN'T 
AFFORD 535 
CONCERT 


LIBRARY DECLARED AMNESTY ON 
| OVERDUE BOOK FINES! 


— 


TICKETS, LISA. 
. AMPHITORIUM TONIGHT. 


WHO CARES 
ABOUT THAT 
NO-TALENT 
PRE-FAB PRETTY 
BOY ANYWAY? 









WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT TALENT? YOUR 
FAVORITE MUSICIANS HAD TO SELL THEIR 


\ SOULS TO THE DEVIL JUST TO GET A 
> RECORD CONTRACT. | 


| YOU CAN FINISH YOUR 

BICKERING IN THE 
CAR, KIDS, YOUR 

FATHER IS TAKING 

| YOU TO THE MALL TO 

BUY BIRTHDAY GIFTS 

FOR AUNT PATTY AND 

AUNT SELMA. 






BUT MARGE, | HAD VERY 
IMPORTANT PLANS FOR TODAY. 









7 QUICK, 
| ( ман--тнімк! ( 


EY, IT WORKED, 
жа DIDN'T IT? 





5 
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THE MALL..(SIGH). EMBODIMENT 
OF BLAND STERILITY IN A 
CLIMATE-CONTROLLED SOCIETY, 
WHERE PATHETIC CONSUMERS 
BUY MEANINGLESS TRIFLES TO 
DISGUISE THE EMPTINESS OF 


WHAT 
PLANS? 


C'MON, HOMER. JUST 
GET "EM A CARTON OF 
| CIGARETTES AMD LET'S 
HEAD FOR THE VIDEO 
ARCADE, MAN. 


THEIR LIVES. KIDS, WHEN YOU'RE BUYING | 


PRESENTS FOR YOUR | 
(SHUDDER) LOVED ONES, YOU | 
HAVE TO TAKE TIME TO | 
SEARCH FOR THINGS THAT | 
MEET THEIR SPECIAL | 

. NEEDS AND INTERESTS. 


YEAH--GREAT, 
' ISN'T ІТ? 


— - ES Е 
- Ria 
4 ~ d 
LT 


m | ] BINGO! OUR JOURNEY 
— | OF MISERY IS OVER! | 


f а £ V 


MINUTES LATER... 


У САН). 
HIN 


| 
Ë L. 
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OH, NO. WE'VE 
LOST HIM. 


—sa 00 шы с —— = .—w س س‎ 


Today! In Ferso 
| He esf woo 
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BECAUSE | KNOW HOW 
THE DEAD SEA MONKEYS 
GOT IN GRAMPA SIMPSON’S 

DENTURE CUP. 





HE'LL BE THERE ` g 


"TILL THE MUSTARD 
RUNS OUT. COME ON, 
LET'S HIT THE 
a 
— 


WE'VE BEEN 








H WAITING TWO HOURS! = 
d WHERE IS HE? 









PLEASE BE PATIENT. I’M SURE HE'LL 


GIRLS. WHO 
CARES? 


BART, THIS IS MY ONLY CHANCE 
TO SEE BIFF WESTWOOD IN | 
PERSON! | NEED YOU BY MY SIDE, 
SO YOU CAN CALL THE |- | 
PARAMEDICS WHEN | FAINT. , 





GIRLS! GIRLS! I'M BIFF’S MANAGER. 





BE HERE ANY MINUTE, 
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IF PM LUCKY, THE NEW 
: VIDEO GAME ISN'T TOTALLY , 
UH, | BETTER GO N ENCRUSTED WITH SQUISHEE 
SLIME YET... 


PRETZELMEISTER Í _ № p CHECK IT OUT! | 
IS DOING. | 


6% LICENSED 


MERCHANDISE‏ کې 
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ONCE AGAIN THE 
INDIVIDUAL ARTIST 
FALLS VICTIM TO THE 
WHIMS OF THE MOB. 
HOW TRAGIC 


IF ONLY | 
COULD HAVE 
GOTTEN A 
PIECE OF HIS 
SHORTS... | 








TER 
>\_ HELP! 
r 2 m 


| THOUGHT THOSE GIRLS МЕКЕ 
GONNA LYNCH ME. YOU REALLY 
SAVED MY BACON. AND TO SHOW 
MJ APPRECIATION, HERE'S 
TWO FREE TICKETS TO 
TONIGHT'S CONCERT! 
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AYE CARUMBA! 





(GASP) BART! IT WAS 


| YOU! HOW COULD YOU DO 


SUCH A THING?! 


THAT WAS 
TRE CRAZIEST 
STUNT PVE 
EVER SEEN, 

DUDE! 


BART, | TAKE BACK ALL 
THOSE TERRIBLE THINGS | 
SAID ABOUT YOU. IF IT 
WEREN'T FOR YOU, WE 
WOULDN'T BE HERE! 


' PLEASE, DON'T À 
REMIND ME. 
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I have known Matt Groening longer than I'd care to remember. He has been mak- 
ing me laugh and getting me into trouble since grade school. We were kicked 
off our school newspaper, and elected to student government. We formed the in- 
famous Banana Gang and its rival, the Teens for Decency, as well as the 
Komix Appreciation Klub, an organization devoted to publicizing and reporting 
elaborate conferences and raucous parties that never took place. Due to the statute 
of limitations I am unable to reveal more recent events, but I can tell you that 
he was partially responsible for my changing my name for four years. 


—Jamie Angell 


THE EARLY YEARS OF STRUGGLE: Angell (left) and Groening intentionally writing 
the worst poetry imaginable to submit to the high school literary magazine. 


MATT GROENING: Question? fact is, Elmers are annoying too, so if 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Question? you can annoy them back, and also 
GROENING: I'm waiting. make the Daffys happy, then you not 


SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Oh! All right, I 
thought you were just... ummm... oh. 


only feel entertained, you also feel... 
morally superior. 


SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: When did you 
first get an inkling of 


GROENING: I'm not gonna rant. Have to 
respond. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: I'd rather 
you rant, but... . What do you 
hope The Simpsons doesto peo- 
ple who watch it? 
GROENING: Well, you know how 
irritating it is when other peo- 
ple try to change you? 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Mm- 
hmm. 

GROENING: But trying to change 
other people — that is one of 
the greatest delights in the 
world. So I try to delight my- 
self. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Can 
you change them? 

GROENING: Irritate them. I 
mean change them. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: 
Irritate and change them. 
GROENING: It's always fun — 
kids know this — to tell a 
joke that makes all the kids 
laugh but which confuses and annoys 
the teacher. And that's what I try to do 
as a grown-up — entertain part of the 
audience and annoy another part. I 
don't want to get too scientific, but you 
can divide people into two groups: the 
Daffy Ducks and the Elmer Fudds. The 
Daffys are the people who laugh and 
annoy other people, and the Elmers 
are the ones who don't laugh and get 
annoyed. And there's plenty of 'em. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: That's true. 
GROENING: Which makes life very fun. 
'Cause if you're a Daffy Duck, you must 
try to provoke the Elmer Fudds. The 


“You can divide 
people into 
two groups: 

Daffy Ducks and 

Elmer Fudds.” 
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this Elmer/Daffy theory? 
GROENING: It happened in the first 
grade, when kids are pretty innocent lit- 
tle creatures. We were all standing in 
a circle out on the playground, and 
Mrs. Hoover said, "Quiet, children," 
and I, in my youthful exuberance, let 
loose with this high-pitched shriek. 
And Mrs. Hoover said, 
"All right, who blew 
that whistle?" Well, 
there was no whistle, 
it was just me shriek- 
ing, so I clammed up, 
and Mrs. Hoover went 
crazy searching the kids 
for the whistle. It was 
quite amusing. She 
couldn't believe that 
these little six-year-olds 
were denying they knew 
who had that whistle. But 
there was no whistle. That 
was the crafty part. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: So 
you kind of stumbled into 
it. 
GROENING: And the rest of 
my life has been blowing in- 
visible whistles and making 
people wonder. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Did 

you find you had any allies, or were 
you pretty much blowing a whistle by 
yourself? 
GROENING: Well, you were a co-con- 
spirator, Jamie. And The 
Simpsons is staffed by a bunch of peo- 
ple who you can tell were wisen- 
heimers when they were kids. 





SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Was it more | 
difficult to be a Daffy Duck when you = 
were younger? š 
GROENING: Too many school rules аге 8 
arbitrarily assigned just because grown- É 
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ups feel kids should be controlled. Most 
kids are creative and 
rambunctious enough 

to realize that these 
rules are stupid, but 
they instinctively 
humor adults. There are 
some great, dedicated 
teachers out there work- 
ing under appalling con- 
ditions, and they need all 
the support they can get. 
But even the outstanding 
teachers often get en- 
gulfed by the edicts from 
above, which makes their 
good work that much more 
difficult. 

And over the years the 
good teachers and the kids 
are gradually forced to buck- 
le down and comply with ar- 
bitrary authority. It seems the 
main rule that traditional 
schools teach is how to sit in 
rows quietly, which is perfect training 
for grown-up work in a dull office or 
factory, but not so good for education. 

And what a few of us did is realize, 

Hey, that's not the life for us — so we 
started trying to entertain ourselves. 
Sometimes that entertainment took the 
form of pointless pranks and dimwitted 
wisecracking. But some of it was more 
creative. We did puppet shows, drew 
cartoons, wrote plays, made movies, 
drew comic books, and all the rest. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: If, as a kid, 
most everyone has a sense that things 
are screwy, how is it that, as adults, we 
perpetuate the screwiness? 
GROENING: Well, most grown-ups forget 
what it was like to be a kid. I vowed 
that I would never forget. I also found 
child's play — stuff that was not con- 
sidered serious, but goofy — was the 
stuff I liked to do, so I still do it as an 
adult. Living creatively is really im- 
portant to maintain throughout your 
life. And living creatively doesn't mean 
only artistic creativity, although that's 
part of it. It means being yourself, not 
just complying with the wishes of 
other people. 

The dismal reality is that a lot of 
people have to work at crummy jobs 
that they don’t want to do. But even if 
you have a crummy job, you have to 
save a part of yourself, maybe a secret 
part, and do the things you want, so 
that you can be yourself. I'd like to 
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“Most grown-ups 
forget what it 
was like to be 
a kid. | vowed 
| would never 

forget.” 


think that's one of the hidden messages 
of The Simpsons. It's a show about 
people who don't know that secret, but 
the making of the show is an example 
of that secret. Sometimes people get 
mad at The Simpsons' subversive story 
telling, but there's another message in 
there, which is a celebration of making 
wild, funny stories. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Why is it that 
so many people think the Simpsons are 
bad role models? 

GROENING: A lot of people believe that if 
everybody just did what they were told — 
obeyed — everything would be fine. But 
that’s not what life is all about. That's not 
real. It's never going to happen. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Then why do 
they believe it? 





GROENING: I'm not sure. 
Psychologically, you know, as in- 
fants, we think we're omnipotent. 
We think we've created the uni- 
verse and that everything re- 
sponds to our whims. Then 
lousy reality sets in. We find out 
that the world does not corre- 
spond to our vision, and some 
of us continue to fight back 
for the rest of our lives. m 
not saying that people on the 
other side are wrong. I just 
think theirs is not an attitude 
which brings any kind of pro- 
found happiness. In fact, if 
anything, it brings profound 
unhappiness. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: It 
seems like they're trying to 
live some idea of a correct 
life rather than living their 

own life. 

GROENING: One of the things I like to do 
is make up stories that I would have en- 
joyed when I was a kid. So, if I'm think- 
ing about an audience, it's usually a 
younger version of myself. When I 
watch The Simpsons I think, “Man, I 
would've really liked this cartoon when 
| was a kid." 

If I could speak from the future to 
my younger self, I'd say a couple of 
things: Keep your spirits up, because 
things are going to get a lot better when 
you get out of high school. You're going 
to meet a lot more people who are in- 
terested in creative weirdness as a so- 
cial activity. And: Save your work! No 
matter how stupid you think it is at the 
time. Keep a diary. Keep drawing. Save 
your arl. Save your comic books. 
Especially save your comic books. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Yeah. 
Definitely. Boy. 

GROENING: And put the stuff in a card- 
board box and keep it in your closet. 
And when you go away to college, or to 
your job at the oyster-shucking factory, 
don't let your mom throw it away — 
take it with you. And don't touch any of 
the stuff in the box until you've washed 
the oyster juice off your hands. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What else do 
you.do outside The Simpsons? 
GROENING: I draw a weekly comic strip 
called Life in Hell, which is syndicated 
in about 250 newspapers. That's what I 
did before The Simpsons, and what I 
plan to do for the rest of my life. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What do you 
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use to draw your strip? 
GROENING: I use Rotring rapidograph 
pens, which come with easy-to-change 
ink cartridges. The pens are color- 
coded — I use the blue one (.70) to 
draw the characters and dialog, the 
brown one (.50) to draw very tiny let- 
tering, and the orange one (2.0) to draw 
dialog balloons and the edges of the 
frames. I draw it twice as large as it's 
printed, on two-ply Bristol paper, and 
shrink it down. When you shrink things 
down, it reduces the wobbliness of the 
lines — and I need all the help I can get. 
I used to use a Koh-I-Noor Artpen, 
the one with a yellow barrel and a very 
flexible nib, but the company stopped 
making it, and didn't respond to my 
desperate plea to buy any extras lying 
around the warehouse, If anyone out 
there knows how I can get this pen, or 
at least its nibs, please contact 
Simpsons 
Illustrated. A 
frustrated car- 
toonist will be 
very grateful. 
SIMPSONS ILLUS- 
TRATED: What did 
you draw with 
when you were a 
kid? 
GROENING: Felt-tip 
pens, which are re- 
ally fun to draw 
with, but I warn 
you: they fade. 
Eventually the ink 
will disappear. 
You've got to draw 
on good paper, too. 
Otherwise, the paper 
will turn as yellow as 
the Simpsons, and 
eventually crumble. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: 
Did you plan to become a cartoonist? 
GROENING: I never thought that I would, 
because all my friends could draw bet- 
ter than I could, except you. 
(Bemused laughter) 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: And that's the 
truth. 
(Frivolity continues) 
GROENING: I met Lynda Barry at The 
Evergreen State College — cool place, 
no grades — and she was drawing 
crazy cartoons at the time. Her car- 
toons were so wild, they inspired me to 
continue plugging away. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What other in- 


spirations do you draw on? 
GROENING: I love checking out just 
about everything that's put out for en- 
tertainment and intellectual consump- 
tion: music, art, movies, TV, literature, 
advertising, pinball machines, bubble 
gum cards, cereal boxes, black velvet 
portraits of the Smurfs. I try not to let 
anything in our culture be either too 
high or too low for me. I have a little 
trouble with stuff at the very bottom at 
the pile, the mean, ugly stuff. And I 
also have real problems with 19th-cen- 
tury French art songs. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Clearly, you 
make a lot of references to popular cul- 
ture, both high and low, in The 
Simpsons. 

GROENING: That's not just me. A lot of 
talented writers work on the show, 
half of them 























“Don't touch 
any of the stuff 
in the box until 
you've washed 
the oyster juice 
off your hands." 
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Harvard geeks. And you know, when 
vou study the semiotics of Through 
the Looking Glass or watch every 
episode of Star Trek, you've got to 
make it pay off, so you throw a lot of 
study references into whatever you do 
later in life. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: How do you 
feel about the magnitude of The 
Simpsons success? 

GROENING: It's impossible to keep in 
mind how many millions of people 
watch TV. The numbers continue to 
stagger me. Another staggering thing is 
the huge number of people who have 
jobs because of The Simpsons. It's 
spun off into merchandising, books, 
syndication, advertising, law suits, and 
this magazine. These freakish little doo- 
dles keep a lot of people gainfully em- 
ployed, at least part-time. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Hallelujah. 
GROENING: The Simpsons is an espe- 
cially collaborative show. Jim Brooks, 
a true genius, gave me my first break on 
fhe Tracey Ullman Show, and he's 
always fought to maintain a level of 
emotional realism in The Simpsons 
when the temptation is to just go 
wacky. I'm grateful to Mike Reiss and 
Al Jean, who are brilliantly funny 
workaholic writers, a rare combina- 
tion. They pushed the show into more 
ambitious and complicated areas. And 
the writers, despite eating habits al- 
most as grotesque as my own [see 
“Trapped! In a Room Full of Junk Food: 
A Conversation with the Writers of The 
Simpsons," Simpsons Illustrated, Vol. 
1, No. 4, Winter 1992] have also been 
unbelievably great: Jon Vitti, George 
Meyer, Jeff Martin, John Swarztwelder, 
David Stern, Frank Mula, Conan 
O’Brien, Jay Kogen, and Wally 
Wolodarsky. 

We've got a mostly new gang of 
writer/producers for next season, and 
in general they have much healthier 
eating habits, so we'll see if the show 
suffers. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Do you have 
the same appreciation for the show's 
animation? 

GROENING: Because good writing in a 
TV cartoon is so rare, I think the ani- 
mation on The Simpsons is often over- 
looked. But the job the directors do — 
under a grueling schedule — is always 
amazing. It’s easy to get complacent 
about the visuals on the show, since 
we don't do a lot of dazzling animation 
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effects that call attention 
to this goofy medium, 
But the acting, sense of 
place, and pacing are 
all top-notch. David 
Silverman and Wes 
Archer have been with 
Bart since the prehis- 
toric days, and over 
the years they've 
been joined by Brad 
Bird, Rich Moore, 
Mark Kirkland, Jim 
Reardon, Jeff Lynch, 
and Carlos Baeza, 
all of whom have 
distinctive styles 
and odd quirks that 
make the show un- 
predictable. 

But it's not 
just the writers 
and animators. 
The actors ad-lib stuff that goes into 
the show. When you see Harry Shearer 
do both Mr. Burns and Smithers in the 
same scene, it's frightening. And Hank 
Azaria, who does the voice of Apu and 
Moe, always cracks me up. Then there's 
Dan Castellaneta, Julie Kavner, 
Yeardley Smith, and Nancy Cartwright, 
who are perfect. 

And of course there are the be- 
hind-the-scenes people who rarely get 
attention: Alf Clausen, our composer, 
who keeps knocking out fantastic 
scores; Mark McJimsey, who edits the 
show day and night; and casting direc- 
tor Bonnie Pietila, who lines up all the 
great guests we have. I'll continue this 
list in my next interview. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Is there any- 
thing that you're able to do with the 
magazine that you can't do with the 
show? 

GROENING: The thing that makes me 
happiest about Simpsons Illustrated 
are all the drawings that we get from 
readers. | wish we could print them all. 
They're really imaginative. They show 
a lot of hard work. Steve and Cindy 
Vance, Peter Alexander and I look at 
every one of them and we can't believe 
it, We just want to say to everyone who 
has sent in a drawing: “Thank you so 
much! You really make us happy.” And 
again, save your drawings. Don't throw 
them away. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Is there some- 
thing you have yet to achieve that you 
want very badly? 





















GROENING: I think the world is almost 
ready for a Simpsons amusement park. 
We'll call it Simpsons World, of course. 
The centerpiece will be Homer 
Mountain. You'll enter Itchy & Scratchy 
Land at your own risk. And you'll be 
able to eat heavily-salted snack treats in 
the head of the 600-foot-high statue of 
Bart Simpson. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Wow. Maybe 
his teeth could rotate. 

GROENING: His whole head will rotate. 
We'll build this in the center of Los 
Angeles, and at night Bart’s jumbo spot- 
light eyes will shine into mansions in 
Beverly Hills. And we'll have a blimp in 
the shape of Marge Simpson hovering 
over the city, making annoyed Marge 
murmurs through giant loudspeakers 
hidden in her hairdo. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What other 
stuff do you like? 

GROENING: I love the work of Gary 
Panter, who does William & Percy for 
this magazine, and John Kricfalusi, who 
created Ren & Stimpy. I'm really look- 
ing forward to seeing what he does 
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next. l'm always intrigued by people 
who have a unique vision that they ex- 
press musically. I've liked Frank Zappa 
since I was a kid. I also like a Jamaican 
screwball named Lee "Scratch" Perry, 
sun Ra and his Solar Myth Arkestra, 
Captain Beefheart, Daniel Johnston, 
Yma Sumac, Perez Prado, Olivier 
Messiaen, Holger Czukay, Bob Wills 
and His Texas Playboys. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What books 
influenced you when you were a kid? 
GROENING: As a little kid I loved Dr. 
Seuss. Later I got into Mark Twain, 
Catcher in the Rye, by J. Edgar Hoover, 
I mean J. D. Salinger. Catch 22, by 
Joseph Heller. Who else? P.G. 
Wodehouse, James Thurber, S.J. 
Perelman, Robert Benchley, Jean 
Shepard. One of my main influences 
was Cartooning the Head And figure 
by Jack Hamm, which demonstrated 
on page 3 that you can evoke all sorts 
of emotions with the crudest little ink 
squiggles. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What's com- 
ing up? 
GROENING: Simpsons Comics & Stories 
was a smash, so Steve and Cindy Vance, 
Bill Morrison, and I are scheming to 
figure out how to do comic books on a 
regular schedule. Any interest out there 
for a Radioactive Man comic book? 
The next Life in Hell book will be 
Binky's Guide to Love, a sequel to Love 
Is Hell, and someday l'd like to animate 
the rabbits and Akbar & Jeff for TV. A 
book called Bart's Guide to Life will 
also be coming out next fall, and maybe 
someday we'll do a Simpsons movie. 
Any more questions? 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: No, I think 
that's pretty much it. 
GROENING: This interview is gonna be 
very, like, especially towards the end, 
very, you know, rambling and discur- 
sive. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: That's okay. 1 
mean —. 
GROENING: But make it easy on yourself. 
You don't have to type up the stuff that 
you know is not going to be in there. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: In conclusion, 
what do you want on your tombstone? 
GROENING: I don't want Bart Simpson. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: How about a 
tombstone shaped like Bart Simpson? 
GROENING: Uh oh. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Little pointy 
head. With spikes. 
GROENING: Ahh. My destiny. 







ALL BODY PARTS: HEAD: 
Regenerate in time for next scene. EYEBALLS: Molds to shape of any blunt instrument 

EARS: Pop out at used against it (frying pan, anvil, etc.). 
Constantly ringing BRAIN: slightest BRAIN: 
due to repeated Crammed with provocation. = = | 
exposure to encyclopedic y Filled with dreams of building a better 
mega-decibel knowledge of mousetrap; haunted by nightmares of 
explosions. explosives, ballistics, steamrollers and falling safes. 

and medieval MOUTH: TAIL: 

torture methods. Capable of swallowing 


Doubles as fuse; inserts easily 





BUCK TEETH: exploding grenades. into electric sockets, blenders, 
Painful memories and threshing equipment. 
of childhood : 

STOMACH: 


teasing due to 
this tragic dental 
flaw may account 
for volatile 
personality. 


Filled with shrapnel. 


JACKET: 

A concession to 
network censors. 7 
` ^, 


Iun 


GLOVES: | 
character OF LEFT PINKY: 
accoutrement. Only bone in body that 


hasn't been broken at 
least 26 times. 





LEGS: 
Rotate a full 

360 degrees when | 
running at top speed. 


BED E APRE 
ТҮГЕН МҮ 





E. 
= 


| +" 


С 








LISA'S DRE 






|| “г д" Tt 
Ji M А ў 
А д 1% 
МАЈЕ 1 l 

HL г г. Г ЕЕ 4 

Ah ТТИК rum à Tamilu 

чир mn А аы ав Ф 

113 „оста 2 had ald tiores TO 


pu gina dress 1.7] 
о Ü я i 





P 
ا‎ 
LATE nal ler & 
= س‎ 
É ral 


|| 
ee СОЊЕ lon É T 





















Il cai 
WL Comics 


11 kË 
Da. | МГ 
evolving GOOD ia 


T Ё Fa 
dime rh "ы 









PRIVATE 






"^J uA Л Ad TT W 
J ы Әр, 
Ja WOMEN 
= “a = 


cpu 
Py 







= yr =۴ لو‎ | Ts | 
| J UNDERGKOUND 
АШ “ГААГА” T ты 
AMUSEMENT PARK | 












Friendly and 
Talented chet | 
recucing Tunes 


——— M 


E 





Fm à ge | 
ORGANIC | 


D. А 
ell һы ЈЕ 


'EGE TABLE 









11) 


ENIMS 










^ 


i 
ж 
b 
r^ 
d 
4 
4 
Í 


iu 
4 


А 
- 
7 
w 
4 
J 1 
k 
на 





ц, 


EEE -. 


| 
, 
^N 
` 
k 
ч 
м à 
| 
* 
SL 
nn 
Ё 
E т 
c- o o 






~ 


ж” 
т 
d 
m n 
— k 
d — | 
LI 
> 


| 
d 





ú! 


АМ. 


WINDMILLS 
Ta ate 


SOLAR PANELS 


sl resur 
Зд лды 


GIANT zu 
SLUMBER-PARTY 
th dont Feather bed. 
Dn 4 
ыы ND 


papcor SCIENCE LAB 
hot cocoa тестіні 


She's searching for 
a cure far Bleeding 
Gums 1 


10 1 
— 2р Secret passages throughout house 
ІМ т#рт ишт 
РН И ШИ oe d Y | 
Includes the colected ВА ЕИ Ш 1 
e raja | WL | 


ü 


Е 


p= 
-— 


ЈЕ | 5 | 
i T П 
F 
| 
1 aries 


HLH FULLY EQUIPPED 
Í RECORDING 


PRIVATE ICE- 
_ SKATING RINK 
д E atm e 
WOMEN ARTISTS snowball fights in July 

GALLERY — 


а 25 ы 
у ^ a ла A 
~ || Secret igloo 
CP | везе 
ғ 


F: 


= a 
_ a 3 
“= = = 
Жү — ен 
"л" ч 
* 
— 
A oc 
= Eme. 
тіс. = = sm 
ا‎ 
Б 
= 1 
= 
= 


1 


42 MILES OF 
HORSE TRAILS 
and cool meadows 

and lakes 


E i Pj у 
ў ; / i. Y 


| | Private waterfall x _[ , Í 


| 7 № 
| q 
г À 
/ Fre AILS 
1 
ftr. a É 
fr dt - каны 


ENORMOUS 
FLOWER GARDE 
hocks. 


|. Pitos, Shetland ponies 
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REY KIDS! IT’S YOURS TRULY AGAIN! 
AND LET ME JUST SAY IT WARMS MY 
HEART THAT YOU, DEAR READERS, 
HAVE REQUESTED MORE PRANKS. SO HERE 
TREY ARE. PLL SEE YOU SOON! 


Answer the pho ne 


in new and exciting GOTTA POSE FOR VET ANOTHER 

ш? = FAMILY PHOTO? NEXT TIME, MAKE 

number, please,” IT À “PHOTO OPPORTUNITY” TO 

or pretend that PULL A LITTLE PRANK. JUST BEFORE 

фа aro ea ri THE PICTURE IS TAKEN. SWING ONE 

Mas speak o LEG UP (FROM THE KNEE DOWN). 

ie please?” YOUR PARENTS WILL GET A BIG 

SURPRISE WHEN THE PICTURES 

Ask your most “mature” sounding friend to call your COME BACK. IF THEY FLIP OUT. JUST 
house and leave your parents a message. Tell them the TELL THEM TO COMPLAIN TO THE 






call is on behalf of the school principal and that their son 
or daughter (that's you) has been named “STUDENT 
OF THE MONTH.” Tell them ifs a surprise, so they 
cant mention it to their child. Then sit back, relax, 
and watch the change in their behavior. 


= Lam ol Mom... 


Surprise your mom by 
wrapping funny things in 
D, tinfoil and placing them 

in the refrigerator or 
freezer. Wrap up a rubber 
duck, water balloon, or an 
old sock. Get creative! 


PHOTO LAB. 


TEST EUIS FRIENDS’ “BALANCE” BY PLACING 
‘TWO FULL GLASSES OF LIQUID ON TRE BAC 

OF THEIR HANDS. SAY “YOU'VE PASSED THE 
TEST!” NOW SCRAM! (TRY ТО DO THIS WHEN 
NOBODY ELSE 15 AROUND.) AND NO TICKLING! 


ы 














RUB THE OUTER EDGE OF 
















A DIME OR QUARTER WITH 

A PENCIL, THEN DARE 

SOMEONE TO ROLL IT IN A 

STRAIGHT LINE FROM HIS 

FOREHEAD TO HIS CHIN. 

STAND BACK AND 

OBSERVE THE RESULTS. 

AND DON'T LAUGH! 
SPOOK THE TEACHER AGAIN! s 
Select a “secret word” with your classmates, such as “you” or “school” у | ги mt THE 

or “stupid ingrates.” When uour teacher says the secret word, everybody ` > | 

look to the É ft. Next fime lock to the right. Next time. fall off your I — BULBS IN 
chairs! (This is especially fun with substitute teachers!) 3 Е THE 
WES ч 
The Classic Corner - SHORTSHEETING THE BED í NORMAL 
Heres one trick thats been part of our cultural heritage for COL БЕЛ 


сағаны practiced in houses and summer camps the world over. 
Follow the easy steps below. 

— FIG. 1 - Take the Top 
sheet off the bed and 
lau it looslu over the 
fitted bottom sheet. 
Tuck the top half under 
the mattress so it loo 
like a fitted bottom 


sheet. 


FIG. 2 - Fold the bottom 
half up ta look like а 
normal top sheet. — 
creating a pocket for a 
person fo it in. 


FIG. 2 c To сало ge | 
our handiwork, make : A 
the rest of the bed ur (f, М 













unsuspecTing person Tries 
{о 15 b theull only 
be able to fit in halfway! 


usual. FIG. É w 
FIG. 4 - When the МА | 


From the Worlds 
Leading Authority on Everything, it's 


BART SIMPSONS 









J BUY THIS 
BOOK, MAN! 





A measly $10 
at your local bookstore this summer 
or call toll-free 1 (800) 331-3761. 
Major credit cards accepted. | 


à ari m 
| matt A Division т Чи ирт erCollinsPublishers 
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WHAT DO YOU MEAN? | (ARE YOU Too) PuT 
Im JUST CONCERNED | (BIG FORTHIS/TNE 


FOR Your SAFETY! 


















LOUK MA NOHANDs 
OH ITS NO USE--I'n' 
TOO GUILTY TO ENJOY 
This Ript ZZ 


NOT UNLESS VOU USE 
BOTH HANDS ITs 
JUST uOT SAFE// 
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Üne of our staff's favorite 
games was Bart's Nightmare! 


Imaginative twists and turns 
ol the TV show are everywhere 
In this game... 
-Nintendo Power 


An SNES 
Dream Come True! 
-Game Players 


ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY'S 
#1 VIDEO GAME! 


Battle the mighty Homer Kong in the qame Game Players called “An SNES 
Dream Come True!" Enter the world of Itchy and Scratchy in Entertainment 
Weekly's #1 rated SNES video game! Vanquish vile villains as Bartman in 
one of Video Games and Computer Entertainment staff's "favorite games!" 
Check out the amazing eye-popping graphics, Bart's real digitized voice, 
dazzling action and game play that'll keep you up all night! 


ZAKlaimi SIP NINTENDO 


ДЕНЕДЕ НЯ И 
entertainment Ine À 


The Simpsons and Characters TMA © 1999 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporabon. All rights reserved. Mintendo^, Super Nintendo 
Entertainment System" ani 1h w oficial seals nro registered trademarks of Mintanda ol America Inc. Acclaim" is. a registered trademark 
81 Acclaim Entertainment, inc 1999 Acclaim Entertainmant, Ine. All rights reserved 
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All-new design ---- 





New Action Baseball’? 
созт с сс в сї 


Randomly inscrtcd 
“Nickname” subset 
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Trivia Questions, 
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